Japan Journal of Clinical Research in Dysarthria

It is my pleasure to write some words of greeting to this new journal. I enthusiastically welcome the new
Japan Journal of Clinical Research in Dysarthria to the library of works on motor speech disorders and

communication breakdown.

Such a journal is long overdue. There are several notable journals that publish research into dysarthria as part
of a more general focus on neurology, gerontology, communication disorders, linguistics or psychology. But
there are none with a unique focus on dysarthria, one that could bring the varied research on dysarthria under

one cover.

Scholars and clinicians in Japan have a lot to offer. There is a long history of world leading research into
dysarthria and other motor speech disorders in Japan stretching back over many decades. Many of the things
we take for granted nowadays in the understanding and clinical management of dysarthria and apraxia of
speech stem from contributions from Japanese researchers in the 1960s and 70s. Techniques such as x-ray
microbeam tracking and electropalatography had their early development in Japan. Dr. Nishio and his team of

editors are worthy heirs to this tradition.

Furthermore, studies involving the Japanese language are important for giving insights into speech motor
control and its breakdown to balance out the many studies based on English speakers and closely related
European languages. The phonological structure of Japanese and the varied links between speech and writing
can lend valuable insights into the relationship between sound and movement, sound and language. Again, Dr.
Nishio and his team are heirs to research in this area which has already brought us important advances in

understanding aphasia and alexia and can now focus on cross language studies of dysarthria.

We all look forward with excited anticipation to coming editions. [ wish the editors and the journal the greatest

success in the coming years.
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